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On Dec. 21, technical teams representing the Nicaraguan government and the contras were to
meet face-to-face in Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) to discuss terms and details of a cease-
fire. Both sides have previously announced that they will observe a Dec. 24-25 cease-fire. The
second round of talks was to begin on the evening of Dec. 21 after the arrival of Cardinal Miguel
Obando y Bravo, official mediator between the two sides. The cardinal was to be accompanied
by two Nicaraguan bishops. Also attending the talks are several advisors and observers invited
by the Nicaraguan government, including West German Social Democrat leader Hans Jurgen
Wieschnewski, US attorney Paul Reichler and his assistant, David Wildeman. Apparently, Reichler
and Wieschnewski were to meet with the contras' technical team to discuss the mechanics of a
cease-fire. Heading the Nicaraguan government delegation was Deputy Foreign Minister Hugo
Tinoco. Other members of the delegation included Ricardo Wheelock, head of Nicaraguan army
intelligence; Luis Guzman of the Interior Ministry; Oscar Tellez, the foreign ministry's ambassador
for Central America and the Caribbean; and, Jose Pasos, special mission ambassador. Representing
the contras were Jaime Morales Carazo, Roberto Urroz, Fernando Aguero, Anastasio Lavador
(Comandante Tono), Luis Fley (Comandante Johnson), Jorge Rivas (Comandante Jose), Francesco
Arana, and communications chief Bosco Matamoros. On Dec. 22, after seven hours of debate by both
sides on the meeting's agenda, the contra delegation reportedly insisted on dealing directly with a
Nicaraguan government official with decision-making power. Consequently, the talks once again
reached a stalemate. Observers pointed out that prior to the meeting of the "technical teams," contra
leaders had agreed to discuss cease-fire mechanisms with the Nicaraguan government's designated
representatives. Managua has reiterated on innumerable occasions that under no circumstances,
will government officials meet directly with contra leaders to discuss the cease-fire or anything else,
unless and until they accept amnesty. (Basic data from AP, 12/21/87; Prensa Latina, 12/22/87)
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